ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN:
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
This report was produced by White & Case LLP in January 2014 but may have been
subsequently edited by Child Rights International Network (CRIN). CRIN takes full
responsibility for any errors or inaccuracies in the report.
I. What is the legal status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
?
A. What is the status of the CRC and other relevant ratified international instruments in the
national legal system
?
International1 treaties such as the CRC must be incorporated into law through
domestic legislation to have legal force. The CRC has not been directly
incorporated yet.2 St. Vincent and the Grenadines signed the CRC on 20
September 1993 and ratified it on 26 October 1993.3
Additionally, St. Vincent and the Grenadines ratified the Optional Protocol to
the CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict on 29 March 2011.4
St. Vincent and the Grenadines also ratified the Optional Protocol to the CRC on
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 15 September
2005.5 Implementing legislation for each of these conventions has been enacted.
B. Does the CRC take precedence over national law
?
The CRC does not take precedence over national law. As the CRC has not been
incorporated it therefore does not prevail over national law.
C. Has the CRC been incorporated into national law
?
The CRC has not been incorporated into national law. Subject matter covered by
the CRC is primarily found in domestic laws, which give partial effect to the
Convention. There is no comprehensive Children’s Act in the laws of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, though there are thematic laws that cover some
areas of the law relating to children, such as the Juveniles Act6 or the Status of
Children Act.7
A major revision of the laws of St. Vincent and the Grenadines was completed in
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1990 before the treaty was signed and ratified,8 and more recently in 2009.9
According to a 2001 report by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, there is
still the need for specific legislation to be passed which comprehensively
addresses the provisions of the CRC.10
D. Can the CRC be directly enforced in the courts
?
The provisions of the CRC can only be enforced to the extent that specific
legislation has been enacted in the national laws of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines and thus far the CRC has not been incorporated. The Privy Council 
the final court of appeal for St. Vincent and the Grenadines  has discussed
international human rights treaties in its case law and may be willing to consider
direct enforcement of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, though it has
not done so to date.11
E. Are there examples of domestic courts using or applying the CRC or other relevant
international instruments
?
No cases citing the CRC could be found on the website run by the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court.12 Case law generated by the Magistrate’s Court and
the Family Court is not readily available online. The CRC can and has been cited
for interpretive guidance by regional courts with jurisdiction over St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, such as the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.13
II. What is the legal status of the child
?
A. Can children and/or their representatives bring cases in domestic courts to challenge
violations of children's rights
?
Children and their representatives can bring cases in the domestic courts to
challenge rights violations. According to the Age of Majority Act, children are
defined as all persons under the age of 18.14 The Rules of Civil Procedure set
forth the requirements for bringing a case in the High Court.15 For Family Court
matters, “any victim of domestic violence can apply for a protection or
occupation order,” and “any member of the victim’s family, whether part of his
or her household or not, can also apply for a protection or occupation order on
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behalf of the victim.”16 Additionally, specific laws such as the Domestic
Violence Act provide further guidance on filing a claim and set forth limitations
for child representation.17
Chapter I of the Constitution St. Vincent and the Grenadines18 contains several
rights provisions that apply regardless of age, but also a small number that make
specific reference to the rights of children alongside further provisions
throughout the rest of the Constitution that address children:
● Section 3: allows for exceptions to the prohibition on the deprivation of
personal liberty, so far as authorised by law, with parental consent or the
order of a court, for the education and welfare of a person under 18;
● Section 6: provides for an exception to the prohibition on compulsory
possession of the property of a person under the age of 18 as provided for in
law for the purpose of its administration for the benefit of persons entitled to
the beneficial interest in that property;
● Section 8: allows for legal proceedings involving persons under 18 to be
heard in private;
● Section 9: contains provisions that allow for parents to provide consent to
their children's religious education in places of education and other
institutions;
● Sections 88 and 89: make reference to children with regards to pension
rights;
● Section 93(2)(d): makes reference to children with regards to citizenship
rights;
● Section 95(1): provides guidance to interpreting the word "father",
specifically that the term applies regardless of the marital status of a
biological father.
The protective provisions of Chapter I of the Constitution can be challenged in
the courts of St. Vincent and the Grenadines by children and their
representatives if they allege that any of the provisions of sections 2 to 15 of the
Constitution have been, are being or are likely to be violated with regard to the
child.19
In terms of criminal proceedings, it appears possible to bring private
prosecutions where the Director of Public Prosecutions has declined to bring a
case.20 The Constitution provides that the Director of Public Prosecutions may
“take over and continue any such criminal proceedings that have been instituted
or undertaken by any other person or authority”,21 thereby suggesting that private
prosecutions may be brought by any person and could therefore be used by
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children and their representatives to challenge offences against children.
There is no independent body in St. Vincent and the Grenadines with a mandate
which would cover complaints by children regarding violations of their rights,
such as an Ombudsman. In 2002, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
recommended that the State party establishes “an independent structure to
receive complaints of violations of children’s rights which has the authority and
capacity to receive and investigate individual complaints in a child‑
sensitive
22
manner and address them effectively”, but it appears that such structures are
still lacking. A 2009 constitutional referendum which endeavoured to insert
provisions establishing an Ombudsman and Independent Human Rights
Commission into the Constitution was not successful.23
The domestic human rights group St. Vincent and the Grenadines Human Rights
Association (SVGHRA) is said to generally operate “without government
restriction, investigating and publishing its findings on human rights cases” and
that government officials are “somewhat receptive to its views”.24 Yet, the
SVGHRA at the time of research did not have an online presence and it was
therefore not possible to verify the scope of the work of the organisation,
including its independence and powers to decide individual complaints by
children.
B. If so, are children of any age permitted to bring these cases by themselves in their own
names/on their own behalf, or must the case be brought by or with the assistance of a
representative
?
Children generally require a representative to bring cases in court. There are
some exceptions. In Family Courts “any victim of domestic violence can apply
for a protection or occupation order,” and “any member of the victim’s family,
whether part of his or her household or not, can also apply for a protection or
occupation order on behalf of the victim.”25 A child may also personally apply
for a financial provision order if he/she is over the age of 14.26
No other laws which apply to children in St. Vincent and Grenadines provide for
the possibility of a child bringing a challenge in court by him or herself.27
According to the Civil Procedure Rules, a child must have a next friend in order
to issue a claim except where, on the application of a child, the court has made
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an order permitting the child to conduct proceedings without a next friend.28 As
national legislation in the countries served by the Eastern Caribbean Supreme
Court gives rulemaking authority to the Chief Justice of the Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court also in relation to matters outside the Court of Appeal and the
High Court, the Civil Procedure Rules may be applied widely across the courts
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines as well as all other member states of the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States.29
Rules of representation are addressed by specific laws, such as the Law of
Minors Act30 and the Domestic Violence Act. The Law of Minors Act provides
that the Court may “consult the wishes of the minor in considering what order
ought to be made or diminish the right which any minor possesses to the exercise
of its own free choice”,31 thereby suggesting that a representative brings the
challenge. The Domestic Violence Act provides that representation for cases
where the alleged conduct involves a child ought to be carried out by:
● a person with whom the child or dependant normally resides or resides on
a regular basis or any other member of the household;
● a parent or guardian of the child or dependant;
● where the dependant is not mentally disabled, the dependant; or
● a person experienced or qualified in social welfare approved by the
Minister in writing; or
● a police officer; or
● a person holding the office or performing the duties of a probation officer
or medical social worker; or
● the Solicitor General.32
C. In the case of infants and young children, how would cases typically be brought
?
Cases are likely to be brought by a parent or other representative as outlined
above. Additionally, the Family Services Division (FSD) of the Social
Development Ministry is tasked with monitoring and protecting the welfare of
children.33 The FSD refers all reports of child abuse to the police for action and
provides assistance in cases where children apply for protection orders with the
Family Court.34
D. Would children or their representatives be eligible to receive free or subsidised legal
assistance in bringing these kinds of cases
?
There are no legal aid services offered by the government of St.Vincent and the
Grenadines. It is therefore extremely difficult for children and their
28
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representatives to receive free legal advice if they lack the necessary funds for a
legal challenge. The primary avenues of free legal assistance are the Family
Services Division and nongovernmental organisations (see also sections IV.B.
and IV.C. on legal aid and pro bono services below). Note, however, a direct
reference is made to a juvenile's legal practitioner in the Juveniles Act.35
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has observed that with only very
limited exceptions, there is no provision of legal assistance to children in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, and that children from disadvantaged backgrounds
are frequently left without legal support.36
E. Are there any other conditions or limits on children or chosen legal representatives
bringing cases (e.g., would a child's parents or guardian have to agree to a case being
brought)
?
Several limits on children or representatives bringing cases exist in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines. There is no general law that sets forth representation
procedures for children, but some specific laws such as the Domestic Violence
Act and the Law of Minors Act contain representation limitations. One of the
primary methods of representation is by the child’s parents even though the child
can be represented  with or without the consent of the parents  by the
government in criminal prosecutions and certain domestic violations.37 The Law
of Minors Act, for example, provides that the courts have the power to appoint a
guardian where a child has no parent or guardian. The High Court may also, in
its discretion, remove a guardian and appoint another guardian for the child if it
is satisfied that it is necessary for the welfare of the child.38
Parental representation may in some situations be problematic due to stringent
paternity requirements under the Maintenance Act which includes a statute of
limitations that bars paternity applications made more than five years after the
birth of the child or the last time the alleged father paid money for the child’s
maintenance.39 Additionally, the court cannot make a finding of paternity unless
the mother is alive and can offer some corroborating evidence.40 For children
without parents, the Family Services Division can provide some assistance, but
services are limited to reporting child abuse to the police and providing
assistance in cases where children apply for protection orders with the Family
Court.41
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The best interests principle has been included in various pieces of legislation.42
Several pieces of legislation also provide for the participation of the child and
for the child’s view to be heard.43
III.

How can children’s rights violations be challenged before national courts?

A. If there is a potential violation of the Constitution or other principles established in
domestic law, or with the CRC or other relevant ratified international/regional
instruments, how can a legal challenge be brought
?
Family Court matters are initiated through an application by the victim him or
herself who can apply for a protection or occupation order, or any member of the
victim’s family.44
Any other legal challenge can be brought by a child’s representative as outlined
above. Additionally, the Family Services Division of the Social Development
Ministry is tasked with monitoring and protecting the welfare of children.45 The
FSD refers all reports of child abuse to the police and provides assistance in
cases where children apply for protection orders with the Family Court.46
Children and their representatives can apply to the High Court for redress if their
rights under Chapter I of the Constitution have been, are being or are likely to be
contravened in relation to the child.47 If a question arises as to the contravention
of any of the provisions of under Chapter I of the Constitution in proceedings in
front of a lower court, the person presiding in that court may, and shall if any
party to the proceedings requests, refer the matter to the High Court unless, in
his opinion, the raising of the question is merely frivolous or vexatious.48
Individuals or groups of individuals, including children, and NGOs may submit
petitions to the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights (IACHR),49 on
42
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their behalf or on behalf of third persons, regarding alleged violations of the
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man50 and other
InterAmerican human rights instruments51 as St. Vincent and the Grenadines
has not ratified the American Convention on Human Rights.52 A petition can
only be lodged after domestic remedies have been exhausted, and normally must
be filed within six months after the final judgment.53 The petition must include,
amongst other things, the name of the person filing it or, in the case of an NGO,
the name of the legal representative, the name(s) of the victim(s) if possible, and
whether the petitioner wishes to remain anonymous and the respective reasons.54
The victim may designate a lawyer or other person to represent him/her before
the IACHR, but this is not compulsory.55 When a petition is declared admissible,
the IACHR attempts to reach a “Friendly Settlement” between the parties
concerned. If this is not possible, the IACHR will reach a decision on the merits,
which consists of nonbinding recommendations to the violating State, aimed at
ending the human rights violations, making reparations, and/or making changes
to the law.
B. What powers would courts have to review these violations, and what remedies could
they offer
?
For violations against children that implicate criminal laws, the incident can be
reported and adjudicated in the criminal courts. Civil lawsuits seeking damages
for violations are also an option.56 Domestic violence remedies include eviction
from the home, protective orders, and maintenance payments.57 Financial
remedies and subsistence payments for children can be ordered by the courts
according to the Maintenance Act.58
The High Court has original jurisdiction to hear and determine any application
made by any person in pursuance of their rights and freedoms under the
Constitution and to determine any question arising in the case of any person
which is referred to it by a lower court. The High Court can make such
declarations and orders, issue such writs and give such directions as it may
consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing or securing the enforcement of
any of the fundamental rights and freedoms provided for in sections 2 to 15 of
the Constitution59
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C. Would such a challenge have to directly involve one or more individual child victims,
or is it possible to challenge a law or action without naming a specific victim
?
The challenge has to involve a child victim, but measures can be applied to
protect the child’s identity in the Family Court, although proceedings are not
entirely anonymous. The applicant is first “interviewed by the Legal Clerk of the
Court, i.e. to obtain details of the type of violence, date of incident, place of
work or address where Respondent can be reached, etc.”60 The applicant is then
“given the option to have the matter settled through counseling or through
mediation.”61 If the applicant is not interested in either of those services, “he/she
is free to proceed with application for the Order.”62 However, an application for
an order requires the victim or the victim’s representative to show identification
and sign the application.63
D. Is any form of collective action or group litigation possible, with or without naming
individual victims
?
The Civil Procedure Rules allow for group proceedings by “five or more
persons” with the “same or a similar interest”.64 The Court may appoint a “body
having a sufficient interest in the proceedings” or “one or more of those persons
to represent all or some of the persons with the same or similar interest.” Such
group litigation must be initiated by filing an application for an order to appoint
a representative claimant.65 The court “may appoint one or more persons to
represent any person or class of persons (including an unborn person or persons)
who is or may be interested in or affected by the proceedings (whether presently
or for any future, contingent or unascertained interest) where (a) the person, or
the class or some member of it, cannot be ascertained or cannot readily be
ascertained; (b) the person, or the class or some member of it, though ascertained
cannot be found; or (c) it is expedient to do so for any other reason”.66 The Civil
Procedure Rules do not contain any provisions about whether group litigation is
permissible without naming individual victims.
E. Are nongovernmental organisations permitted to file challenges to potential children's
rights violations or to intervene in cases that have already been filed
?
There are no provisions in the domestic laws of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
or the Civil Procedure Rules allowing for nongovernmental organisations to file
legal challenges or to intervene. The only provision taking into account the
possibility of a claim being brought by a wider entity can be found in the Civil
Procedure Rules which state that the Court may appoint a “body having a
sufficient interest in the proceedings [...] to represent all or some of the persons
with the same or similar interest” which may allow for a nongovernmental
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Domestic violence; the
role of the Family Court; procedure for applying for a protection or occupation order; police authority
and attitude regarding domestic violence; shelters for abused women
.
61
Ibid.
62
Ibid.
63
Ibid.
64
Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court Civil Procedure Rules, section 21.1.
65
Ibid., section 21.2.
66
Ibid., section 21.4.
60

9

organisation to be appointed as claimant (see also section III.D. above).67
IV.

Practical considerations.

A. Venue
. In what courts could a case be filed (e.g., civil, criminal, administrative, etc.)?
What would the initial filing process entail?
St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ judicial system is part of a system serving nine
eastern Caribbean states known as the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS).68 The OECS maintains the judiciary body for these nine states.69 The
primary court of first instance for St. Vincent and the Grenadines is the High
Court of Justice.70 Family related matters are dealt with primarily by the local
Family Courts, including matters such as domestic violence, child subsistence
payments, care and protection of children, juvenile offenders, sexual offences,
and child abuse.71 The Family Court has only one branch, which is located in
Kingstown. Matters outside the jurisdiction of the Family Court are referred to
the High Court, unless they fall within the limited civil or criminal jurisdiction of
the Magisterial District Courts.72 The High Court also deals with all applications
under the Status of Children Act and the Children (Care and Adoption) Act.
Indictable sexual offences are dealt with by the High Court.
The Civil Procedure Rules provide how and where to file a civil claim.73 A
claimant starts a proceeding by filing in the court office the original and one
copy of the claim form and the statement of claim; or, if required by another rule
or practice direction, an affidavit or other document.74 Any proceeding other
than those related to land “may be commenced only in the court office for the
Member State, Territory or circuit where either the (a) cause of action arose; or
(b) defendant resides or carries on business”.75
For Family Court matters, a victim or family representative can apply for a
protection or occupation order.76 The applicant is first “interviewed by the Legal
Clerk of the Court, i.e. to obtain details of the type of violence, date of incident,
67
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place of work or address where Respondent can be reached, etc”.77 The
applicant is then “given the option to have the matter settled through counseling
or through mediation”.78 If the applicant is not interested in either of those
services, “he/she is free to proceed with application for the Order”.79
B. Legal aid / Court costs
. Under what conditions would free or subsidised legal aid be
available to child complainants or their representatives through the court system (i.e.,
would the case have to present an important legal question or demonstrate a likelihood
of success)? Would child complainants or their representatives be expected to pay court
costs or cover other expenses?
There are no legal aid services offered by the government of St.Vincent and the
Grenadines. It is therefore extremely difficult for children and their
representatives to receive free legal advice if they lack the necessary funds for a
legal challenge.80 The primary avenues of free legal assistance are the Family
Services Division and nongovernmental organisations.
C. Pro bono / Financing
. If legal aid is not available, would it be possible for child
complainants or their representatives to obtain legal assistance from practising lawyers
on a pro bono basis, through a children's rights organisation, or under an agreement that
does not require the payment of legal fees up front?
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Human Rights Association (SVGHRA) is said to
be available to provide legal assistance to victims of human rights violations,81
but as indicated above (section II.A.) it is unclear what the scope and powers of
the SVGHRA are due to a lack of an online presence or further supplementary
information. The NGO Marion House provides guidance to children through its
pro bono legal counselors who have professional training.82
Two bar association operate in the region and cover St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, the Organization of Commonwealth Caribbean Bar Associations
(OCCBA) based in Barbados83 and the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States
Bar Association (OECS Bar Association) based in Grenada.84 There also appears
to be a local Bar Association in St. Vincent and the Grenadines which is not
governed by legislation, where individual lawyers provide pro bono services on
an ad hoc basis.85 Yet it is unclear for all of these bar associations in how far
they might support and offer pro bono services. A list of law firms in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, some of which offer free legal assistance, is available
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through the British High Commission in Barbados.86
D. Timing
. How soon after a violation would a case have to be brought? Are there any
special provisions that allow young adults to bring cases about violations of their rights
that occurred when they were children?
Limitation provisions vary between the different laws of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. The Maintenance Act, for example, provides for time limits for
affiliation proceedings.87
Research suggests that there are no special provisions that would allow young
adults to bring cases about violations of their rights that occurred when they
were children. Yet there may be a possibility for young adults to apply to the
courts for special relief and to thereby have their cases heard in court. According
to the Civil Procedure Rules, when considering whether to refuse leave or to
grant relief because of a delay the judge must consider whether the granting of
leave or relief would be likely to be detrimental to good administration or cause
substantial hardship to or substantially prejudice the rights of any person.88
When deciding whether to hear an appeal, the courts may also extend any time
limits for bringing the appeal.89
E. Evidence
. What sort of evidence is admissible/required to prove a violation? Are there
particular rules, procedures or practices for dealing with evidence that is produced or
presented by children?
The Civil Procedure Rules address evidentiary procedures and limitations which
include witness statements,90 affidavits,91 and other modes of evidence such as
plans and photographs.92 Additionally the preamble of the Evidence Act
describes it as “An Act to consolidate the law relating to evidence in criminal,
civil and other proceedings”.93 The Evidence Act applies to all courts and
tribunals.
The Witness (Special Measures) Act provides for witness anonymity and special
measures for giving evidence, such as transmission of evidence by live link,
video recording or given in private.94 The Juveniles Act provides for the
exclusion of the public in proceedings concerning juveniles.95 Where evidence is
given by a child of tender years, the Act provides that where the witness does not
in the opinion of the court understand the nature of an oath, his evidence may
still be received and not given upon oath, if in the opinion of the court, he is
possessed of sufficient intelligence to justify the reception of the evidence and
See: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413305/St._
Vincent_and_the_Grenadines_Lawyers_List.pdf
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understands the duty of speaking the truth.96
Practical limitations exist with respect to witness testimony. Police and human
rights groups have reported payoffs to survivors of rape or sexual assault in
exchange for not pressing charges.97 Witnesses have also been said to have
refused to testify for fear of retaliation.98
F. Resolution
. How long might it take to get a decision from the court as to whether there
has been a violation?
According to the Chief Justice of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court, civil
litigation “has placed a tremendous burden on the court process in the High
Court”.99 Many claims of low monetary value have been said to get tied up in
lengthy litigation and costs frequently exceed the value of the claim.100 This
causes long judicial delays and a large backlog of cases in the courts which have
also been said to be due to personnel shortages in the local judiciary.101
Consequently, the need to increase the magistrate jurisdiction in civil matters is
being examined across the region.102
G. Appeal
. What are the possibilities for appealing a decision to a higher court?
Decisions of the local Magistrate and Family Courts can be appealed to the
Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC), which has unlimited jurisdiction to
decide civil and criminal cases and hear appeals from parties to legal
proceedings in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The ECSC consists of two
divisions: a High Court in St. Vincent and the Grenadines (and other members of
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States), and a single Court of Appeal,
headquartered in St Lucia. An appeal to the High Court is made by issuing a
fixed date claim form with a grounds of appeal attached.103 An appeal to the
Court of Appeal from the High Court or the Magistrate’s or District Court is
made by filing a notice of appeal within 42 days of the date of the judgment or
order.104
Finally, decisions can be appealed to the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council in the United Kingdom, which is the highest court of appeal for St.
Vincent and the Grenadines. 
Appeals are made to Her Majesty in Council by
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filing a notice of appeal within 56 days of the order or decision of the court
below granting permission or final leave to appeal, or within 14 days of the grant
by the Judicial Committee of permission to appeal, depending on the nature of
the case.105 In civil cases, the lower court will generally grant leave to appeal if
the court is satisfied that the case raises a point of general public importance. In
criminal cases, the lower court will generally grant leave only if the case raises
questions of great and general importance, or there has been some grave
violation of the principles of natural justice. In the absence of leave, permission
to appeal must be granted by the Board (panel of judges hearing the case). In
some cases there is an appeal as of right and a different procedure applies.106
H. Impact
. What are the potential shortterm and longterm impacts of a negative
decision? Is there a possibility for political backlash or repercussions from a positive
decision?
St. Vincent and the Grenadines’ judicial system is based on British common law
and judicial decisions generally set precedent. Court decisions can therefore
have longlasting effects, especially those by the Court of Appeal and the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council as the courts of last resort.
I. Follow up
. What other concerns or challenges might be anticipated in enforcing a
positive decision?
In spite of the delays and large backlogs of cases in the courts, the government
of St. Vincent and the Grenadines is generally perceived to be respectful of
judicial independence.107 Independent research suggests that the rule of law
remains strong and corruption is not pervasive. There have been some
allegations of money laundering through the banks and drugrelated corruption
within the government and police, but the government has taken action to
prosecute such crimes.108 No major further challenges in enforcing positive
decisions should therefore be anticipated.
V. Additional factors.
Please list any other national laws, policies or practices you
believe would be relevant to consider when contemplating legal action to challenge a
violation of children's rights.
No additional factors were identified.
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