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1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Azerbaijan
(CRC/C/ 11/ Add. 8) at its 390th to 392nd neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 390-392), held
on 2 and 3 June 1997 and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee notes with appreciation the subm ssion of the initial
report, the witten answers to the list of issues (CRC/C QAZER/ 1) as well as
the dialogue held with the State party. Wiile the Committee expresses its
satisfaction at the additional information provided by the State party in the
course of the dialogue, it nevertheless regrets that the initial report did
not follow the guidelines provided by the Conmittee and therefore information
on several areas relating to the daily life of children in Azerbaijan was not
i ncluded in the docunent.

B. Positive aspects

3. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that the State party is currently
carrying out a conprehensive law reform It also notes the recent
establ i shment of the Conmission on Mnors' Affairs under the Cabinet of

M ni sters of Azerbaijan and of a Human Ri ghts Commission in the Parlianent.

4, The Committee notes with appreciation the steps taken by the State party
to publicize the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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5. The Committee wel conmes the emergence of non-governnmental organizations
and the gradual steps to enhance cooperation between them and the CGovernnent.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention

6. The Committee recogni zes the serious difficulties faced by the State
party in inplementing the provisions of the Convention. It notes that the
State party's transition to a narket-oriented econony has had a serious inpact
on the population, in particular on all vul nerable groups, including children

7. The Committee al so notes the major problens experienced as a consequence
of the armed conflict, which has inposed serious hardships on the entire
popul ati on, including heavy casualties, |ong-Ilasting physical, enotional and
psychol ogi cal effects, and the disruption of sonme basic services. It takes
particul ar note of the unknown nunmber of children who have suffered the nost
fundamental violations of their right to |life, and of the existence of a |arge
popul ati on of refugees and di spl aced persons, who are being attended to by

i nternational aid.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the efforts undertaken by the State party to adopt a
new Act on the rights of the child, the Conmttee remains concerned that at
present there is no conprehensive |egislation that pronptes and protects the
rights of the child as stipulated by the Convention

9. The Committee is concerned that the State Party has not yet adopted a
conprehensive policy to pronote and protect the rights of the child. The
absence of a National Plan of Action is also a matter of concern

10. The Conmittee is concerned at the absence of a coordinating body for
issues relating to children, which results in insufficient coordination anong
various governnental bodies and nechani snms, as well as between the nationa

and | ocal authorities, in the inplenmentation of policies for the pronmotion and
protection of the rights of the child.

11. Insufficient attention has been paid by the authorities to the
col l ection of systematic and conprehensive data and the identification of
appropriate indicators and nonitoring nmechanisnms in all areas covered by the

Conventi on. Di saggregated data and appropriate indicators seemto be |acking
to assess the situation of children, especially those who are victinms of
abuse, ill-treatnment or child | abour or are involved with the adm nistration

of juvenile justice, as well as refugee and internally displaced children
children of single-parent famlies, children in rural and renote areas,
abandoned, institutionalized and disabled children, and children who are
living and/or working on the street. Finally, the Conmttee expresses its
concern that no independent nonitoring nechanismexists in relation to
children's rights.

12. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention and
taking into account the reallocation of resources since the beginning of the
armed conflict in 1990, as well as the inpact of the transition to a nmarket
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econony, the Committee notes with concern the inadequacy of nmeasures to ensure
the full inplenentation of children's econom c, social and cultural rights to
t he maxi mum extent of avail able resources. The Conmittee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient neasures and programres for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children

13. Wi | e acknow edging the efforts undertaken by the State party to raise
awar eness about the principles and provisions of the Convention anong both
adults and children, the Cormittee remmi ns concerned that government officials
and the general public have not yet been sensitized to the rights of the
chi | d.

14. The Committee is concerned that in the State party the child is stil
often perceived as a person not fully entitled to rights. In this regard, it
notes that professionals and personnel working with and for children

i ncludi ng judges, |awers, magistrates, |aw enforcenment personnel, mlitary
officials, teachers, school nanagers, health personnel, social workers,
officials of national or |ocal admnistrations and personnel of child-care
institutions, lack sufficient know edge about the Convention and other

rel evant international instrunents relating to the rights of the child.

15. The Committee wishes to express its general concern that the State party
does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the
Convention, especially its general principles, as reflected in its articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life,

survi val and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits
legislation, its admnistrative and its judicial decisions, as well as in its
policies and progranmes relevant to children.

16. The Committee is concerned that |egislative provisions relating to the
definition of the child are not in conformty with the principles and spirit
of the Convention. It is particularly concerned by the disparities in the

marri age ages for boys and girls and between the age of end of compul sory
schooling and the m ninum age for enploynent.

17. In light of article 17 of the Convention, the Conmittee is concerned
about the lack of legislative and other types of neasures to protect children
from harnful information.

18. The Conmittee notes with concern that the general principles of the
Convention, especially article 3, are not sufficiently taken into account
with regard to the decision-nmaking process, which may result in the
institutionalization of children. The Committee is al so concerned that
alternative neasures to institutionalization, as well as article 25 of the
Convention recognizing the right to periodic review of placenent, are not
sufficiently taken into consideration

19. The Committee is concerned about the inadequate support given to
fam lies living below the poverty line as well as to single-parent fanmlies.
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20. Wth a viewto fully protecting the rights of adopted children and in
light of article 21 of the Convention, the Conmittee is concerned about the
| ack of comprehensive legislation on adoption and at the fact that
intercountry adoption seens not to be a neasure of l|ast resort.

21. The Committee is deeply concerned about the consequences of arned
conflict on famlies, in particular the energence of a popul ation of
unacconpani ed children, orphans and abandoned chil dren

22. The Committee is concerned about the | ack of information about
ill-treatnment and abuse of children within the famly. The Committee is
equal |y concerned about the |ack of information on youth suicides and
acci dents.

23. While wel coming the fact that the State party has recently rel eased a
study on children working and/or living on the street, the recent increase in
the nunber of such children is a matter of concern. The Commttee al so
expresses its serious concern at the increase in the nunber of child
prostitutes, and that the State party does not have a clear strategy to combat
the abuse and sexual exploitation of children

24, The Committee is gravely concerned about the general health situation of
children, in particular with regard to the rise in the infant, child and
maternal nortality rates, the decline of breastfeeding, the increase in the
nunber of unwanted pregnancies, nutrition and iodine deficiencies, substance
abuse, and the negative inpact of environnmental pollution.

25. The Committee is seriously concerned about the inpact of armed conflict
on education, and at the lack of nmeasures to inplement progranmes to reduce
the drop-out rate.

26. The Committee is concerned at the substantial nunber of refugees and
internally displaced persons resulting fromthe arned conflict since 1990,
especially children, many of whom have been living in tents for three years.
These children do not always have equal access to basic services, especially
heal t h, educati on and soci al services.

27. In light of article 39 of the Convention, the Conmittee is seriously
concerned about the inadequate neasures for the physical, psychol ogical and
soci al rehabilitation of children affected and traumatized by arned conflict.

28. The Conmittee expressed its concern about the adm nistration of juvenile
justice and in particular its conpatibility with articles 37, 39 and 40 of the
Convention, as well as other relevant standards such as the Beijing Rules, the
Ri yadh Cuidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of Their Liberty. The Comrittee renmins particularly concerned,

inter alia, about the lack of respect for the rights of the child in
“corrective labour institutions”, the lack of an appropriate nonitoring system
for all types of detention centres and the inadequacy of alternative measures
to inprisonment.
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E. Suggestions and recommendations

29. The Committee reconmends that the State party harnonize its |egislation
relating to children with the principles and provisions of the Convention by
adopting its draft Act on the Rights of the Child.

30. The Committee suggests that the State party adopt a conprehensive
national policy on children as well as a National Plan of Action

31. The Committee reconmends that the State party strengthen coordination
anong the various governnental bodies and mechani snms involved in children's
rights, at both the national and local levels. The Committee al so encourages
the State party to pursue its efforts to strengthen the institutiona

framewor k designed to pronote and protect human rights in general and the
rights of the child in particular. It encourages the State party to cooperate
closely with non-governnental organizations.

32. The Committee al so recomends that the State party give priority to the
devel opnent of a system of data collection and to the identification of
appropriate disaggregated indicators with a view to addressing all areas of

t he Convention and all groups of children. Such nechanisns can play a vita
role in monitoring the status of children, assessing the progress achi eved and
evaluating the difficulties hanpering the realization of children's rights.
They can be used as a basis for designing programmes to inprove the situation
of children, particularly the npst disadvantaged children, including children
with disabilities, refugee and internally displaced children, children
ill-treated and abused within the famly and in institutions or deprived of
liberty, children who are victins of sexual exploitation and children who |ive
and/or work on the street. It is suggested that the State party request

i nternational cooperation in this regard. The Committee further recomends
that an i ndependent nonitoring body be established, such as an onmbudsperson or
a children's rights comm ssioner, to address children’s rights violations
adequatel y.

33. In the light of articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recommends that priority be given in budget allocations to the realization of
t he econonmic, social and cultural rights of children, with particul ar enphasis
on health and education, and on the enjoynment of these rights by the npst

di sadvantaged children. 1In this regard, the Comrittee suggests that the
authorities responsible for overall planning and budgeting continue to be
fully involved in all decision-mking processes, so as to ensure that their
deci sions have a direct and positive inpact on the budget.

34. The Committee further recommends that all appropriate nmeasures be
undertaken to integrate children with disabilities into mainstream education

35. It is the Conmmttee's viewthat further efforts nust be undertaken to
ensure that the general principles of the Convention, in particular articles 3
and 12, not only guide policy discussions and fornul ati on and deci si on- maki ng,
but also are appropriately integrated into any judicial and admnistrative
decisions and in the devel opnent and inplenmentation of all projects,
programes and servi ces which have an inpact on children
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36. The Committee reconmends that the State party launch an information
canpai gn, for both children and adults, on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child to enable children to fully exercise their rights. Consideration should
be given to the incorporation of the Convention in the curricula of

educational institutions and appropriate nmeasures should be taken to
facilitate access by children to information on their rights. The Conmittee
al so suggests that the State party direct further efforts towards devel opnent
of conmprehensive training programes for professional groups working with and
for children such as judges, |awers, magistrates, |aw enforcenent personnel
mlitary officials, teachers, school managers, health personnel, socia

wor kers, officials of national or |ocal admnistrations and personnel of
child-care institutions.

37. Wth a view to harnmonizing the definition of the child with the
Convention, the Committee recommends that the mninmum age for marriage be the
same for girls and boys and that the age of end of conmpul sory education be the
same as the m ni num age for enpl oynent.

38. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
| egal, adm nistrative and other neasures to protect children from harnfu
i nformation, including in the audio-visual nmedia and in nmedia using new
t echnol ogi es.

39. In Iight of the principle of the best interests of the child, the
Committee recomends that the authorities work to devel op alternative nmeasures
to institutionalization, such as foster care. It also recomends that the

right of the child to periodic review of placenent be systematically enforced.

40. The Committee reconmends that new and creative policies and progranmes
be considered to adequately support vulnerable famlies, particularly those
living in poverty or single-parent famlies. The status of famlies
accomodat i ng refugee or displaced children should be regularized.

41. The Committee strongly recomrends that the | egislation on adoption be
brought into conformity with the provisions of article 21 and other rel ated
articles of the Convention. It further suggests that the State party consider
rati fying the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption

42. Wth the viewto facilitating famly reunification, the Conmittee
recommends that the authorities set up a central agency to trace unacconpani ed
children; appropriate nmeasures should also be taken to protect the rights of
or phans and abandoned chil dren

43. The Committee suggests that the State party undertake a conprehensive
study of child abuse, including sexual abuse, and ill-treatnment in the famly,
as well as a study on youth suicide. The Committee al so reconmends that
adequat e programmes be desi gned and adopted to prevent sexual abuse and
exploitation of children, especially child prostitution

44, The Committee reconmends that the State party adopt a strategy to tackle
the problem of children working and/or living on the street. It further
suggests that informal education progranmes be pronoted.
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45. In view of the critical situation in the field of health, the Conmttee
recommends that the State party adopt a conprehensive national policy to
pronote and advance the health of children and nothers. The Conmittee
suggests that particular attention be given to the inpact of environnenta
pollution and that a study be undertaken on this subject. Internationa
cooperation in this field should be a priority.

46. The Committee reconmends that pupil retention programes be pronoted.
In light of article 29 (d), the Cormittee recomrends that education on
conflict resolution and education for peace, tolerance and friendship anong
all people be prompted in all schools.

47. The Committee reconmends that special attention be directed to refugee
and internally displaced children to ensure that they have equal access to
basic facilities.

48. The Committee strongly recomrends that the State party take al
appropriate nmeasures, including through international cooperation, if
necessary, to address the physical, psychol ogical and social reintegration
needs of children affected by the arnmed conflict and related types of

vi ol ence.

49. The Committee reconmends that the State party consider undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the juvenile justice systemin the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the Beijing Rules, the Riyadh Guidelines and
the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of Their

Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to protecting the rights of
children deprived of their liberty, especially those living in “corrective

| abour institutions”, to the establishnent of an appropriate and i ndependent
nmoni t ori ng nechani sm and to the inprovenent of the quality and adequacy

of alternative neasures to inprisonnment. Training on the relevant

i nternational standards should be organized for all professionals involved
with the juvenile justice system The Conmittee further suggests that the
State party consider seeking technical assistance for this purpose fromthe
Hi gh Commi ssioner/Centre for Human Rights and the Crime Prevention and
Crimnal Justice Division of the United Nations.

50. Finally, in light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recommends that the initial report and witten replies presented by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |large and that the
publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant summary
records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Committee.
Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Governnent, the Parlianent and the general public, including concerned

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.



