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Introduction :

A Regional Consultation Meeting on the Prevention of Trafficking of Girls and Women was organized by the Center for Legal Research and Resource Development (CeLRRd) from 22 to 24 February, 2001 at Dhulikhel Lodge Resort with support from the Asian Development Bank.  Participants of the Meeting were from Nepal, India, Bangladesh, Thailand and Sweden. The participants from Nepal included representatives from the Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare, the Nepal Police, National Human Rights Commission as well as other I/NGOs active in the field of trafficking. UNDP, Unicef ILO and UNESCO were also among the active participants. Other individuals attended the meeting as observers mainly the representatives from the Association of Community Development, a NGO from Bangladesh, and Teachers from the Kathmandu School of Law.  Each participant played a vital role in the discussions on the issue of trafficking of women and girls, as well as in the development of strategies to combat the problem.

Objectives of the Meeting:

Over the years, the problem of trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation has been consistently increasing in the region. Hence, the principal purpose of the meeting was to discuss this issue in detail, as well as work in cooperation among all involved in the prevention of the problem. The meeting had specifically been envisaged to address the following objectives: 

•
To facilitate the process of networking and coordinating of activities between organizations working towards strengthening preventive initiatives against the trafficking of girls and women.

•
To expedite the adoption of the SAARC Regional Convention against trafficking and also to promote coordination between NGOs and GOs to foster prevention at the regional level.

•
To generate support for CeLRRd and other NGOs in Nepal to intercept girls and women from being trafficked in the initial stage.

•
To create a resolution to draw the attention of the Governments of India and Nepal to address the issue of trafficking urgently, and for that pressurize to initiate high level dialogue for adopting appropriate and adequate strategies.

•
To develop a mechanism for rescuing victims from the sex market in the initial stage, i.e. before being exposed to exploitation.

•
To mobilize the officials of SAARC countries to address the problem of trafficking at the regional level.

PART 1
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

1.1
Inaugural Session:

The Regional Consultation Meeting began with the creative and innovative opening with the tying of colorful threads by all the dignitaries at the dais. A representative from each organization or level was presented with a piece of colorful thread which they tied together to form a large connected wreath.  This method of tying the colorful threads represented the networking of all the participants from Government Officials to Activist, National I/NGOs to the Regional I/NGOs  acting as a symbol of the network and connection needed among these groups in working toward the Prevention Trafficking of Girls and Women.

Once the ceremony had been opened by this symbolic procedure, Mr. Yubaraj Sangroula, Coordinator of CeLRRd proceeded with explaining the Highlights of the Objectives and Procedures of the Meeting.

Ms. Urmila Shrestha, Secretary at the Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare welcomed the participants. In her Welcome Speech, Ms. Shrestha stated that the consultation meeting was an important platform to discuss the cross- border collaboration and an opportunity to join hands in the noble works of National and Regional priorities for prevention of trafficking.

The meeting was inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Rt. Hon’ble Kehav Prasad Upadhaya, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Nepal. In his inagural speech, the Chief Justice emphasized that despite the various International Conventions, the situation of women in Nepal is still largely deplorable as many women are continually forced into prostitution through trafficking. He said it would not be possible to prevent trafficking without building a strong collective force of grassroots community stating that “The Law is silent on the Preventive and Rehabilitative aspects and needs to focus on both the Preventive and Rehabilitative measures to bring down trafficking in our respective societies”.

The keynote speech was given by Pradeep Shamsher J. B. Rana, Inspector General of Police in Nepal.  In his speech, Mr. Rana pointed out  that women in Nepal have been marginalised due to gender biases. Some of the leading indicators of the gender bias are high illiteracy rates, poor health status and limited access of resources for women and girls. In order to address this problem, he felt that specific strategies need to be included in development programs, such as strengthening individual capabilities, eliminating unaccountable cultural norms and creating change in the legal system.

Mr. Rohit Kumar Nepali, the Executive Director of South Asia Partnership spoke on behalf on the NGOs in Nepal. He said that the situation in Nepal for the women is in a grievous state and trafficking is one of the prime causes. He believes that with a proper network and coordination among the Government, I/NGOs and International Organisations, the problem can be minimized. He appreciated CeLRRd for taking a lead in the grassroots’ prevention of the problem with innovative approach of forming “a community surveillance system against trafficking”.

Dr. Richard Vokes, Residential Representative of the Asian Development Bank, also spoke as a partial supporter of the meeting.  The Asian Development Bank believes that preventive measures, such as building awareness, education for women and girls and income generation are important strategies for anti-trafficking programs.  Dr. Vokes stated that partnership is a key to tackle the problem of trafficking and that the Asian Development Bank is looking forward to future partnerships with CeLRRd and other organisations to combat the trafficking of women and girls. 

Professor Kapil Shrestha, a member of the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal (HURON) gave a dynamic speech to the audience of the ceremony.  He stressed the fact that trafficking and violence against women are true violations of their basic human rights that can no longer be ignored.  The meeting should be an outlet for developing strategies to end this violation, so that all participants can further advocate for the human rights of women and children.  His speech provided great momentum for the rest of the meeting.

The Inaugural Ceremony was proceeded with many other thought provoking speeches given by:

Mrs. Tine Staermose, Regional Technical Advisor, ILO

Mr. Y. Kitamura, Executive Director, UNESCO

Ms. Eriko Onoda, Chief, Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, Unicef

Ms. Indira Jaising, Director, Women’s Rights Initiative, Lawyers Collective, India

Mr. Bel Prasad Shrestha, Mayor, Dhulikhel Municipality

Ms. Asta Olsen, Coordinator, DANIDA, expressed her good wishes to the successful completion of the meeting through a letter.

Mr. Madhav Acharya, President, CeLRRd delivered the vote of thanks that concluded the Inaugural Ceremony of the Regional Consultation Meeting on Prevention of Trafficking of Women and Girls.

During the tea break, the video clip “ Condemned Exploitation” was shown.  This is a short video clip produced by CeLRRd to raise an awareness of trafficking and sexual exploitation of women and girls.

Session I  

After the Inaugural Ceremony, the participants reconvened for Session I of the Regional Consultation Meeting.  This session was devoted to the introduction of the participating organisations and allowing representatives to describe their programs on prevention of trafficking.

The presentation began with the I/NGOs of Nepal and then continued with the International Organisations.  The presentation largely reflected that organizations from participating countries faced similar problems and trends of trafficking. Ignorance, poverty and the state’s insensitivity to women’s human rights had been projected as primary causes of the increasing problem of trafficking. From the presentations, the following similarities had been identified as crucial in working toward prevention:

•
Awareness against trafficking, targeting vulnerable groups

•
Sensitization of law enforcement organizations

•
Sensitization of judges and judicial officers

•
Cross-border awareness

•
Income generation activities

•
HIV/AIDs related health campaign

Lack of cooperation among organizations within and across border had been described as one of the factors hindering effective national and regional cooperation for prevention. The tendency among organizations to work in isolation is viewed as one of the reasons hampering the creation of an efficient networking of activities. Moreover, the tendency of concentrating on rehabilitation of rescued victims in isolation of the community was also described as problem in effective intervention towards prevention of trafficking.

Various presenters had made the following suggestions:

•
Close cooperation among national organizations, i.e. building partnership for collective intervention.

•
Cooperation among organizations working in places of origin as well as the destination of trafficking.

•
Cooperation between organizations and border police

During the deliberation, the participants suggested a need for:

•
Sensitization of police, especially at the grassroots level, for greater protection of the rights of girls and women.

•
Mutual trust between police and community and to achieve a change in mentality by the police toward the treatment of women and girls.

•
Protecting the best interest of victims during investigation, trial, rehabilitation, repatriation and integration.

•
Sensitization of media to respect the rights, interest and privacy of victims.

•
Sensitization of judges and judicial staff for fair and unobstructed justice, including competent professional legal aid.

The corruption rampant in every level of police, judiciary and other law enforcement agencies in the countries of SAARC region was discussed as one of the serious hurdles impeding effective prevention of the trafficking of girls and women. Participants from India, Bangladesh and Nepal shared this view equally. Participants agreed that even minor girls have been inhumanly exploited in the sex market with full information and cooperation of police.

Participants described the Defective Value System or traditional outlook to women as inferior citizen which is pervasive in the South Asian Societies as the root cause for sexual exploitation of girls and women. The presentations made it clear that the enticement for employment, fake marriage and deception have been used as major modes of trafficking, though there have also been instances of family members voluntarily selling girls and women. The various presentations highlighted that girl’s and women’s human rights should be respected. The participants suggested a need for:

•
Greater awareness among parents about the protection and rights of their girl children

•
Increased awareness of trafficking among school children, teachers and other members of the society in order to prevent the problem from occurring.

•
Building community mechanisms to reinforce collective strength against traffickers, pimps and agents.

•
Counseling of parents to prepare them to be more receptive of daughters who have been trafficked and are attempted to reintegrate into society.

The definition of “trafficking” in laws of various countries was still found vague, ambiguous and offender friendly. Some participants suggested that the definition adopted by UN special report is more pragmatic than others, whereas other suggested that it should be specific and related to the intention of trafficker, i.e. trafficking for prostitution. The participants suggested that:

•
There should be a working definition of each country, and

•
The violation of the human rights of the victim should be treated seriously, and the crime of trafficking must be defined as a crime against humanity.

Many participants raised the issue of lack of policy for dignified rehabilitation. They viewed that the existing rehabilitation centers in the region are worse than jails. The girls and women are locked up inside the houses. Hence, the conditions of these centers should be improved, and the rehabilitation centers should provide quality counseling or support centers. They suggested that reintegration should be emphasized. The participants also agreed that the national plan of action should be taken as umbrella guidelines for all organizations involved. In this regard, the following specific suggestions had been made:

•
Amendment of laws which are directly or indirectly unfriendly to women and children.

•
Efficient enforcement of laws.

•
Victim’s adequate representation at courts.

•
Prevention of situations where victims are exposed to public humiliation.

Advocacy for Regional Convention’s adoption at earliest possible date and establishment of regional mechanism was discussed.

Rescue of Nepalese girls in India is possible. But participants from India suggested that because of bureaucracy and mal practice of lawyers, sometimes it becomes quite impossible. This part is a very important part to develop some strategies. 

The first session ended with raising with plenty of issues for discussion in the following sessions. The presentations of programs and policies of various participating organizations at that moment helped tremendously to familiarize all to each other’s programs. This session was also fruitful in the sense that it helped to identify the common problems and strategies adopted therefore.
PART 2

Country Report Presentations
The day two started with the country report presentations. See the index for the detailed report of the papers.

2.1
Nepal

2.2
Bangladesh

2.3
India

2.4
Sweden

2.5
Bangkok

[ See the details in the website : www.celrrd.com under the icon consultation meeting]

A Special Feature of the Meeting:
Unlike many seminars and meeting, the regional consultation meeting incorporated local participants. Nine paralegal women from various trafficking affected districts, along with their school teachers and local-elected representatives, participated actively in the meeting. The paralegal women voiced the local concerns and also shared their experiences gained while building the “Community Surveillance System Against Trafficking”, a project designed and implemented by CeLRRd over the last 7 years. The local participants had been placed in adjoined conference room and the presentations were instantly translated. The discussion in the main conference room was transmitted electronically.

PART 3

Recommendations on the Prevention of Trafficking 
In order to facilitate the process efficiently and effectively, the participants were divided into three different groups. The groups were led by Mr. Mizanur Rahman, ATSEC, Bangladesh; Dr. Manbendra Mandal, SLARTC, India and Ms. Benita Sharma, CHRI, India. In the workshop groups, the local participants from grassroots villages took part actively, and as such had been catalytic in adopting many of the recommendations.

GROUP 1

Strengthening Information Networking between Countries, GOs, NGOs, INGOs, Donor Agencies and Individual Activists.

Group One Participants:.
1.
Mizunar Rahman, ATSEC, Bangladesh ( Group Leader)

2.
Badri Nath Bhatta, Lecturer, Kathmandu School of Law.

3.
Devika Adhikari, Paralegal Woman, Nuwakot.

4.
Ramesh Khatri, VDC President, BOCH VDC, Dolakha

5.
Sumitra Poudel, Paralegal Woman

6.
Tara Devi Kharel, Paralegal Woman, Jhapa.

7.
Shaeen Akhter Dolley, Nari Maitre, Bangladesh.

8.
Chitraporn Vanspong, ECPACT, Thialnd.

9.
Prof. Poonam Sexana, Delhi Universitry.

10.
Avizit Dasgupta, Regional Director, Action Aid.

11.
Chetraj Bhatta, Mobile Lawyer, CLRC/CeLRRd

12.
Narayan Bhattarai, Program Officer, Rugmark Foundation

13.
Pooja Shrestha, Program Officer, Hotline Program, CeLRRd.

14.
Ramani Gautam, CSSAT Program Officer, CeLRRd.

15.
Yubaraj Sangroula, Coordinator, CeLRRd.

Some recommendations from Group One include:
•
The collection of data of the  missing persons from villages with the actual number,  and take step to lodge the report with the VDC or the Police. 

•
Identification of the trafficker once s/he is caught to be followed by court trial and prosecution.

•
Identification of Communities/Areas that are vulnerable to violaence and where the well being and treatment of women is very poor.

•
Identify the routes of the traffickers.

•
Identify the time of the year when it appears that more girls or women are missing from a given area i.e. the season.

•
Identification of the method of trafficking, such as:

•
Fake Marriages

•
Job Opportunities

•
Availability of Medicines

•
Locate the areas working on the issue of trafficking, such as:

•
Other NGOs, INGOs, Local Bodies

•
Police stations

•
Donor Agencies

•
Institutions

•
Individuals working in this area

•
Collect the information on the Laws and Policies and the Research done

•
Collect all possible documents

•
Use effective methods to create awareness about Trafficking and Defective Value System through:

•
Movies

•
Street Plays

•
Songs – Radio Jingles

•
Speeches

•
Meetings

•
Establish Network between the State (District), National and Regional Levels taking down addresses, fax, e -mail, phone numbers, contact persons etc.

•
Explore Possibilities of Verification at the Three Levels for:

•
Prospective Bridegroom

•
Job Providers

GROUP 2

Strengthening Coordination for Protection of vulnerable Girls and Women through actions like enroute interception ( during travel by any means from border to destination)and early rescue ( brothel).

Group 2 Participants:
1.
Dr. Manabendra Mandal, India, SLARTC ( Group Leader)

2.
Ms. Caroline Bakker, Unicef.

3.
Prof. Anila Shrestha, P.K. Campus.

4.
Mrs. Purnima Chettri, Paralegal Woman, Parsa.

5.
Mrs. Sharada Karki, Paralegal Woman, Sunsari.

6.
Mr. Murarai Prasad Choudhary, VDC Chief, Udayapur

7.
Ms. Bhagawati Nepal, ATWIN, Nepal.

8.
Ms. Linda Gothberg, Sweden.

9.
Mr. Achyut Acharaya, Mobile Lawyer, CeLRRd.

10.
Prof. Madhav Prasad Acharaya, President CeLRRd.

11.
Mr. Anjan Dahal, CSSAT Program Officer, CeLRRd.

Under the leadership of Mr Manabendra Mandal, certain recommendations were made on how to Strengthen Coordination for Protection of vulnerable Girls.

Strategic Plan

Activities
Where
When
How
Budget

Establish communication
Grassroot

National

Regional level
Within 6 months
Collect addresses

Contact person

E-mail address at all level
-

Arrange feedback session
Grassroot

National

Regional

VDC/Paralegal

committee
3 months

6 months

1 year

Weekly
sending letters, email 

+ others means
-

Translate information

materials
National level
Within 1 year?
Collecting materials from 

countries
-

Sensitizing law enforcing
National level

agencies
within 6 months
Preparing module in 

different countries
-

Information campaign
National level
within 1 year
Rally, Border campaign

Workshops, Radio/TV

programme
-

Establish resource center
National
1 year
Collection & dissemination 
-

Networking & networks
Grassroots

National

Regional

Global
Continuous 

process
Contacts
-

Group – 3
Launching Advocacy for Prevention of Trafficking at Regional Level and coordination therein :

•
Effective Enforcement of Anti-Trafficking Legislation, including development of law to the effect of rendering. the act of trafficking as a serious crimes against humanity.

•
Lobbying for adoption and Implementation of Regional Convention on Prevention of Trafficking.

•
Building a Regional Governmental Mechanism to effectively curb the problem of Trafficking. 

Group 3 Participants: 
1.
Benita Sharma, India ( Group Leader)

2.
Baldev Choudhary, CLRC/CeLRRd Mobile Lawyer.

3.
Shambu Raj Bhatta, Teacher, Chitwan

4.
Tulsi Prasad Panaru, Teacher Dhadeldhura

5.
Shanta Lamsal, Paralegal Woman

6.
Meena Kumari Thapa, Paralegal Woman

7.
Yugmaya Bhabdari Paralegal Woman

8.
Patali Tamang, Paralegal Woman

9.
Pawna Burlakoti, Student, Kathmandu School of Law

10.
Salima Sarwar, Executive Director, ACD Bangaledesh.

11.
Geeta Pradhan, SAP-Nepal.

12.
Tika Biswakarma, National Human Rights Comission.

13.
Umanath Sanjel, Action Aid, Nepal.

14.
Ganesh Bhattari, CSSAT Program Officer, CeLRRd

The group 3 with the leadership of Ms. Benita Sharma came up with these recommendations.

Under the various headings, the members of the group came up with these recommendations:

Structure:

•
Regional level court: Formation of National Regional/International Task Force

•
NGO’s national task force including Human Rights Organisations.

•
Regional/International level task force representing form SAARC nations and other countries NGOs

•
Formation of Regional Level Network representing from SAARC.

Mechanism: 

•
Network representing from SAARC

•
Collection and compilation of primary and real date from the organisation who are working on this issue.

•
Advocacy for Regional Court to look after the trafficking issue:

•
through SAARC Secretarial 

•
through SAARC offices in each country

•
special (R) Police only to deal with this issue

•
in each country to have ‘SAARC’ shelters

•
alongside

•
identify national laws be in tune with Regional Trafficking Law.

•
Media campaign –  Radio, TV Programme, posters, street drama, e-mail, internet etc.

•
Sensitization of law enforcing agencies & judiciaries

•
Pressurize, Demonstrate & give petition to amend law.

Institution to take primary & secondary roles:

•
National level task force of NGO & Human Rights organizations to take the primary responsibility for advocacy work against trafficking of women & girls – supported by all NGOs, NGO federation and other organizations who are working on this issue.

•
All NGOs, CBOs, Civil Society Organization, Activists and Associations will have secondary roles to lobby/influence and advocate from their own place for local & national level authorities.

Proposed Activities:

Policy Level:
•
Review & Monitor  National Plan of Action and make necessary changes if required.

•
National Level Task Force will lobby in National level i.e. Government

•
Regional level network will lobby and pressure SAARC Secretary to put trafficking agenda priority in SAARC Convention.

•
Identify the person who are interested in trafficking issue. Politicians, Bureaucrats Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Home Minister.

•
Media Campaign, Lobby or Pressurize Government to allocate prime time for trafficking issue (Nepal TV, Doordarshan etc.) 

Closing Ceremony

The presentations of the three groups concluded the planned objectives for the three day meeting.  To officially close the meeting, a ceremony was conducted that included a speech by the chief guest of the ceremony, Mr. Keshav Stapith, the Mayor of  Kathmandu Municipality.  Prior to hearing from the mayor, a representative from each of the groups participating gave a brief of thanks on behalf of their organisation, country and CeLRRd for the efforts, connections and progress that has been made because of their attendance at the meeting.  

The speakers of the closing ceremony included the following participants:

•
Mr. Mizanur Rahman, ATSEC, Bangladesh

•
Mrs. Sarda Karki, Paralegal Woman, Sunsari

•
Ms. Benita Sharma, CHRI-India

•
Ms. Bhagwati Nepal, AATWIN

•
Ms. Caroline Bakker, Unicef

Each of the participants expressed their gratitude to CeLRRd for organizing the meeting and providing them an outlet to connect with other I/NGOs, GOs, organizations from other countries and individuals working in the paralegal committees at the grassroots level.  The representatives were especially grateful for the experience to hear the representatives from the paralegal committees speak as many conferences and meetings surrounding this issue fail to include the grassroots level among their participants.  Mizanur Rahmam from ATSEC, Bangladesh stated that seeing the strength of the women and the effectiveness of the CSSAT program provided them him a great opportunity to implement a similar program with his organisation in Bangladesh.  The response from each representative was positive, proving that the meeting had been a great success in creating greater networks among the participants as well as a resource to further combat the problem of trafficking of women and girls in South Asian and all over the globe.

Following the speeches from each of the representative, the chief guest, Mr. Keshav Stapith, the Mayor of  Kathmandu Municipality awarded each of the representatives with a souvenir of the meeting.  The souvenir was a small statue of the Swambunath Stupa portraying the message “Stop Trafficking.”  The souvenir was presented as a reminder of the goal of the meeting as well as the strategies developed during the meeting to be carried out in the days to come.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Keshav Stapith, Mayor of Kathmandu Municipality addressed the participants in the closing ceremony by offering his gratitude to the participants for their efforts to address such a significant issue to Nepal.  He thanked the international participants for travelling to Kathmandu.   His speech was a pleasant way to conclude the meeting.

The final closing of the meeting came from a vote of thanks from Mr. Madhav Acharya, President, CeLRRd.  He felt that the outcomes of the meeting had proven to be quite successful and he was very pleased with the presentations and efforts of the participants throughout the past three days.  Mr. Acharya stated that the meeting had proven to be a new beginning to addressing trafficking in South Asia and the connection made by the different levels (I/NGO, GO, International participants, and grassroots) will provide a great network and resource to combat the issue.

ANNEXES

Annex I:

SPEAKERS/ PARTICIPANTS

S. No.
Names of the Participants
Designation
Organization

NEPAL

1.
Rohit Pradhan
Program Officer
UNESCO

2.
Ava Shrestha
Gender & Development Specialist
Asian Development Bank

3.
Madhavi Singh
Coordinator
National Network Against Girl Trafficking ( NNAGT)

4.
Pankaja Bhattarai
Program Officer
The Asia Foundation

5.
Caroline Bakker
Chief, Child Protection Unit
UNICEF

6.
Bandana Risal
Program Officer
Save the Children (UK)

7.
Ramrajya Joshi & Madhuwanti Tuladhar
Program Officer
PLAN- International

8.
Narayan Bhattarai
Program Officer
RUGMARK

9.
Gita Pradhan
Program Officer
SAP- Nepal

10.
Chiring Lama
Member
Central Carpet Industries Association ( CCIA)

11.
Tine Staermose/Bimal Rawal
Regional Technical Advisor
ILO/ IPEC

12.
Bhagwati Nepal
Coordinator
AATWIN

13.
Badri Bhatta
Sociology Teacher, KSL


14.
Kapil Shrestha
Member
National Human Rights Commission

15.
Tika Bishwokarma

National Human Rights Commission

16.
Radha Budhathoki

IHRICON

16.
Chuda Bh. Shresha
Superintendent of Police
Nepal Police

17.
Parvati Thapa
District Superintendent Police
Women Cell, Nepal Police

Government

1.
Ishwori Bhattarai
Under Secretary 
Women, Children and Social Welfare Ministry

S. No.
Names of the Participants
Country
Designation
Organization

INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS

1.
Mr. Abhijt Dasgupta
India

Action Aid

2.
Ms. Poonam Saxena
India
Law Teacher, Delhi University


3.
Ms. Benita Sharma
India

CHRI

4.
Mr. Manabendra Mandal
Calcutta
Executive Director
Socio- Legal Aid Research and Training Centre (SLARTC)

5.
Mr. P.J.Alexander 
India
Former IGP
Legal Aid Center (LAC)- India

6.
Ms. Indira Jaising
India

Lawyers Collective

7.
Mr. Ehsanur Rahman
Bangladesh
Director
Dhaka Ahasania Mission

(DAM)

8.
Ms. Shaheen Akhter Dolly
"
Executive Director
Nari Maitree

9.
Mizanur Rahman
"
Coordinator
Action against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children (ATSEC)

10.
Salima Sarwar
"

Association for Community Development(ACD)

11.
Ms. Linda Gothberg
Sweden



12.
Ms. Chitraporn Vanaspong
Thailand
Regional Officer, Asia
ECPAT International

S. No.
Names of the Participants
Districts
Designation

LOCAL PARTICIPANTS

1.
Patali Tamang
Sindhupalchowk
Paralegal Women

2.
Yujmaya Bhandari
Nawalparasi
“

3.
Devaki Adhikari
Nuwakot
"

4.
Purnima Chhetri
Parsa
"

5.
Sarda Karki
Sunsari
"

6.
Min Kumari Thapa
Banke
"

7.
Tara Devi Khanal
Jhapa
"

8.
Sumitra Poudhel
Kanchanpur
"

9.

Dolakha
VDC President

10.
Murari Chaudhary
Udaypur
"

11.
Radha K. Shrestha
Sindhupalchowk
School Teachers

12.
Tulsi Prasad Paneru
Dadeldhura
"

13.
Shambu Bhatta
Chitwan


14.
Baldev Chaudhary
Udaypur
CLRC Lawyers

15.
Chet Raj Bhatta
Dadheldhura
"

Annex II:

SCHEDULE

INAUGURATION PROGRAM

MODULE OF THE MEETING

DAY 1

February 22, 2001

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

DATES


TIME




February 22,2001       
8:00 a.m.

Components: 

8:00a.m.
Registration at Secretariat

9:30 a.m.
Opening Ceremony

9:40 a.m.
Highlights on the Objectives and Procedures of the Meeting:

    

Mr. Yubaraj Sangroula,



Coordinator,



CeLRRd

9:50 a.m.
Welcome and Greetings:



Ms. Urmila Shrestha,



Secretary,



Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare.

10:00 a.m. 
Chief Guest:

Right Honourable Keshav Prasad Upadhaya,



Chief Justice,



The Supreme Court of Nepal

10:30 a.m.
Keynote Speech:


        
Mr. Pradeep Shamsher J.B. Rana,



IGP,



Nepal Police 

10:40 a.m.   
On Behalf of NGOs in Nepal:

Dr. Rohit Kumar Nepali on behalf on NGOs in Nepal



Executive Director,



SAP- Nepal

10:50 a.m.   
Prof. Kapil Shrestha,



Member,



National Human Rights Commission of Nepal

11:00 a.m.   
Mrs. Tine Staermose,



Regional Technical Advisor,

ILO, 

Nepal

11:10 am.    
Mr. Y. Kitamura



Executive Director,



UNESCO,



Nepal

11:20 a.m.   
Ms. Eriko Onoda,



Chief, Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation,



Unicef,



Nepal

11:30 a.m.   
On Behalf of International Participants:

Ms. Indira Jaising,



Director, Women's Rights Initiative,



Lawyers Collective,



India 

11:40 a.m.   
Dr. Richard Vokes,



Residential Representive,



Asian Development Bank

12:00 p.m. 
Letter read on behalf of DANIDA



from Ms. Asta Olsen,



Coordinator,



DANIDA

12:10 p.m.
Mr. Bel Prasad Shrestha,



Mayor,



Dhulikhel Municipality

12:20 p.m.
Vote Of Thanks:



Prof. Madhav Acharya,



CeLRRd,



President

12:30 p.m.   
Closer (Video Clip: Condemned Exploitation to be shown

during tea break)

SESSION I

Introduction and Brief Organizational Presentation including Important Ongoing Programs: 
(Structure, Policies, Programs and Mechanisms)

1:00 p.m.
Ms. Ishori Bhattarai, Under Secretary, Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare

1:10 p.m.
Ms. Parvati Thapa, DSP, Women's Cell, Nepal Police


1.20 p.m. 
Ms. Pankaja Bhattarai, Program Officer, The Asia Foundation

1:30 p.m.
Ms. Bandana Risal, Program Officer, Save the Children (UK)

1:40 p.m.
Mr. Chuda Bahadur Srestha, SP, Community Policing

1:50 p.m.
Ms. Gita Pradhan, Program Officer, SAP- Nepal

2:00 p.m.
Mr. Umanath Sanjel, Action Aid, Nepal

2:10 p.m.
Ms. Bhagwati Nepal, Coordinator, AATWIN

2:20 p.m.
LUNCH BREAK

3:20 p.m.
Ms. Madhavi Singh, Coordinator, National Network Against Girl Trafficking (NNAGT)

3:30 p.m.
Mr. Narayan Bhattarai, Program Officer, RUGMARK-Nepal

3:40 p.m.
Mrs. Chitraporn Vanaspong, Regional Officer, ECPAT International, Thailand

3:50 p.m.
Ms. Poonam Saxena, Faculty in Law, Delhi University, India 

4:00 p.m.
Ms. Benita Sharma, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, India

4:10 p.m.
TEA BREAK

4:30 p.m.
Mr. Abhijit Dasgupta, Action Aid, India

4:40 p.m.
Mr. Manabendra Mandal, Executive Director, Social Legal Aid Research and Training Centre (SLARTC), India 

4:50 p.m.
Mr. Ehsanur Rahman, Director, Dhaka Ahsanian Mission (DAM), Bangladesh

5:00 p.m.
Ms. Shaheen Akther Dolly, Executive Director, Nari Maitree, Bangladesh

5:10 p.m.
Mr. Mizanur Rahman, Coordinator, Action Against Sexual Exploitation of Children (ATSEC), Bangladesh

5:20 p.m.
Mrs. Salima Sarwar, Director, Association of Community Development (ACD), Bangladesh

5:30 p.m.
Wrap-up by Mr. Yubaraj Sangroula, Coordinator, CeLRRd

7:30 p.m.
Dinner for the participants along with the viewing of the film-"Chhori" after the meal.

DAY 2

February 23, 2001

4:30 (morning)
Departure to Nagarkot for Sunrise (only for Participants staying at Resort)

SESSION I

9:00 a.m.
Debriefing of the First Session by Ms. Linda Gothberg

9:10 a.m.
Plan of Action and Policies


Mr. Pratap Pathak, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare

9:30 a.m.
ILO's Support to Implement the National Plan of Action:

Ms. Tine Staermose, Regional Technical Advisor, ILO/IPEC 

9:50 a.m.
Community Policing:

Mr.Chuda Bahadur Shrestha, SP, Nepal Police 
10:10 a.m.
Police  Interventions to Address Trafficking and All forms of Sexual Exploitation: 

Mr. Govind Bahadur Shrestha, DIG, Nepal Police

10:30 a.m.
Presentation on the Concept, Program, Activities, Implementation Strategies and Impacts of the Community Surveillance System Against Trafficking (CSSAT): 

Mr. Yubaraj Sangroula, Coordinator, CeLRRd

11:00 a.m.
Tea Break 

11:20 a.m.
Presentation of CSSAT Continued

12:00 a.m.
UNICEF's  Intervention to Prevent Trafficking of Girls and Women for Sexual Exploitation:

Ms. Caroline Bakker, Chief, Child Protection Unit, Unicef.

12:20 p.m.
"Prevention of Child and Women Trafficking through Networking: Experience of Dhaka Ahsanian Mission, Bangladesh"


Mr. Ehasanur Rahman, Director, DAM

12:40 p.m.
LUNCH

2:00 p.m.
Mr. Mizanur Rahman, ATSEC, Bangladesh
2:20 p.m.
"Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls: Need for Tougher Laws and Their Sincere Implementation"

Ms. Poonam Saxena, Reader of Law, Delhi University

2:40 p.m. 
Prevention of Trafficking from Indian Perspective and CHRI’s Initiatives"


Viewing of "Media Against Trafficking"

Ms. Benita Sharma, CHRI, India.
 

3:00 p.m. 
Mr.Manabendra Mandal, Executive Director, SLARTC, India

3:20 p.m.
Closer

8:00 p.m. 
Dinner

9:00 p.m.
Cultural Performance Organised by Sindhupalchok Paralegal Committees

DAY 3

24th Feb, 2001

SESSION I
8:30 a.m.
Ms.Chitraporn Vanaspong, ECPAT International, Thailand

8:50 a.m.
Trafficking in Europe

Ms. Linda Gothberg, Sweden

9:00 a.m.
Mr. Chet Raj Bhatta, District in Charge


CLRC, Dadeldhura

9:15 a.m.
Mr. Baldev Chaudhary, District in Charge


CLRC, Udaypur

9:30 a.m.
Mrs. Patali Tamang, Treasurer, Paralegal Committee


Thakani VDC, Sindhupalchok District

9:45 a.m.
Mrs. Tardevi Kharel, President, Paralegal Committee


Jhapa VDC, 

10:00 a.m.
Mr. Sambu Bhatta, School Teacher


Chitwan

10:15 a.m.
TEA BREAK

10:30 a.m.
Clarifications, Queries and Comments on the Presentation.

12:15 p.m.
LUNCH

1:15 p.m.
Division of Groups for Workshop Discussion and Development of Concrete Strategic Plan for:

1) Strengthening Information Networking between Countries, GOs, NGOs, INGOs, donor agencies and Individual Activists.

2) Strengthening Coordination for Protection of vulnerable Girls and Women through actions like enroute interception ( during travel by any means from border to destination)and early rescue ( brothel).

3) Launching Advocacy for Prevention of Trafficking at Regional Level and coordination therein; 

(a) Effective Enforcement of Anti-Trafficking Legislation, including development of law to the effect of rendering. the act of trafficking as a serious crimes against humanity.

(b) Lobbying for adoption and Implementation of Regional Convention on Prevention of Trafficking.

(c) Building a Regional Governmental Mechanism to effectively curb the problem of Trafficking. 

Methodologies:

1) Participants will be grouped for three separate workshop sessions as per the above mentioned themes.

2) Each workshop groups will prepare a Concrete Strategic Plan in the given areas/themes, which will comprise of:

(a) Structure,

(b) Mechanism for Implementation,

(c) Institutions to take Primary and Secondary Roles,

(d) Proposed Activities.

3) Each group will make their presentation at plenary.

3:30 p.m.
TEA BREAK

3:45 p.m.
Presentation of Workshop Findings & Adoption of Recommendations

Discussion on Strategic Plans:

1) Each participant will participate in the discussion.

2) Discussion shall remain within the scope of findings.

3) Concrete suggestions will be given to improve the Strategic Plan.

5:30 p.m.
Closing Ceremony

Closing Ceremony:

On behalf of Participants from Bangladesh:
Mr. Mizanur Rahman, ATSEC, Bangladesh Chapter

On behalf of Paralegal Committee:

Saradhar Koki 

On behalf of Paricipants from India:

Ms. Benita Sharma, CHRI-India

On behalf of NGOs in Nepal:


Ms. Bhagwati Nepal, AATWIN

On behalf of INGOs in Nepal:


Ms. Caroline Bakker, Unicef

Chief Guest:
Mr. Keshav Stapith, Mayor, Kathmandu Municipality



Vote of thanks:
Mr. Madhav Acharya, President, CeLRRd

6:30






Dinner.

Date
Time
Program

22 Feb, 2001
12:30 p.m.
Closer ( Video Clip: Condemned Exploitation will be showed during tea break)

"
7:30 p.m.
Dinner for the participants along with the viewing of the film-"Chhori" simultaneously.

23 Feb, 2001
4:30 (morning)
Departure to Nagarkot for Sunrise (only for Participants staying at Resort)

23 Feb, 2001
6:30 p.m.
Cultural Program Organized by Sindhupalchok Paralegal Committees.

PAPER PRESENTATIONS

SL.NO
NAMES OF THE ORGANISATIONS
PAPER PRESENTERS

1.
CeLRRd
Mr. Yubaraj Sangroula

2.
ILO
Ms. Tine Staermose

3.
UNICEF
Ms. Caroline Bakker

4.
Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare
Mr. Pratap Pathak

5.
Police Department
DIG. G.P. Thapa

6.
Police Department
Mr. Chuda B. Shrestha

7.
Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM)
Mr. Ehsanur Rahman

8.
Action against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation of Children (ATSEC)
Mr. Mizanur Rahman

9.
Socio- Legal Aid Research and Training Centre (SLARTC)
Mr. Manabendra Mandal

10.
Common Wealth Human Rights Institute (CHRI)
Ms. Benita Sharma

11.
Reader of Law
Ms. Poonam Saxena

12.
ECPAT International
Ms. Chitraporn Vanaspong

13.
Former Intern from Sweden
Ms. Linda Gothberg

CeLRRd’s Brief Introduction:

Center for Legal Research and Resource Development, a non-governmental organization, was founded, in 1998, in its present form. Its organizational structure has been established in accordance with the contemporary contribution of organization. Furthermore, it has been registered under the Institution Registration Act of Nepal.

Main concept of CeLRRd is to operate though grassroots level organization/committees and that all activities should be community owned. The name of CeLRRd therefore generally does not appear at the field level, even though the initial creation and the strengthening of the local set up in many cases have been ensured by CeLRRd.

Prevention of Trafficking of Girls and Women sexual exploitation: Establishment of the Community Surveillance System against Trafficking (CSSAT): Trafficking of Girls and women for sexual exploitation has been a serious problem in Nepal; over 150,000 women and girls are reportedly trafficked to India. The problem is increasingly becoming serious both in terms of impact and expansion.

CeLRRd under CSSAT program has achieved the following:

· Detail mapping of the households in affected areas/community (220 Village Development Committees of 14 Districts).

· Paralegal training of women and men as prelude to empowerment for combating the problem efficiently. As of now, the program has been expanded to 220 VDCs, covering 55000 grassroots women.

· About 750 paralegal committees have been formed in 220 VDCs directly mobilizing about 13000 local women as committee members.

· Non-formal education of 2800 vulnerable adolescent girls from the three mostly affected districts in 1998-1999. This education includes awareness and knowledge about CRC and CEDAW.

· Enrollment into the formal primary education system for 1,100 girls from vulnerable families in 1998-1999.

· Establishment of Hotline System in Kathmandu to protect vulnerable girls and connect city with rural paralegal committees.

Besides these activities, CeLRRd has been undertaking a nationwide prisoners legal program, under which it represents more than 1000 criminal cases of indigent prisoners. Currently, CeLRRd has been coordinating the project to develop a Procedural Guidelines for Criminal Justice, which involves all actors of criminal justice. Other areas of work are Aging, Environment law, and prevention of violence against women and free legal aid to victims of violence.

Promotion of Kathmandu School of Law is a recent project of CeLRRd.

Working Partners:

· Unicef

· UNESCO

· ILO

· Danish Center for Human Rights

· DANIDA

· TAF

· Plan International

· SAP Nepal.

Meeting Organizing Committee:

Mr.Yubaraj Sangroula, Convenor.

Mr. Kishor Silwal, Director, CeLRRd, Over all Administration.

Ms. Pooja Shrestha, Meeting Coordinator.

Ms. Rachana Shrestha, Reception and Logistics.

Mr. Ram Mani Gautam, Program Officer CeLRRd, Local Participants

Mr. Anjan Dahal, Program Officer, CeLRRd, Local Participants.

Mr. Mohan Lamsal, Coordination with Kathmandu School of Law.

Mr.  Ganesh Battarai, Exhibition

Ms. Pawana Burlakoti, Student, KSK, Interpreter.

Mr. Himal Shrestha, Computer,

Mr. Rajan K.C. Account.

Ms. Julie Fliss, Rapporteur & Moderator.

Ms. Linda Gothberg, Rapporteur.







