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Optional protocol and national recruitment legislation and practice in Sweden
The legal basis for conscription in Sweden is the 1994 Total Defence Act. Total defence, as defined in the 1992 Act on Increased Emergency preparedness in the event of war. Everyone aged between 16 and 70 is liable for total defence service, which can be performed in a civilian, voluntary or military capacity. All Swedish men aged between 18 and 24 are required to enrol for military service. Every year about 50 000 young men are registered. Most are not selected and form a reserve pool. In 2005 around 16 000 young men began national service in the armed forces. The duration of training varies depending on the type of service: most conscripts train for between seven and a half and 15 months. Conscientious objectors may perform civilian service in the community and, in wartime, are assigned to the civil defence system, which includes health care and rescue services.

When Sweden ratified the Optional Protocol in February 2003, it declared that “the minimum age required for voluntary recruitment into the Swedish armed forces is eighteen (18). There are no reports of under 18s in the armed forces. Children has been reported to participate in military training programs from the age of 15.
Military training and military schools

Young people aged between 15 and 20 may take part in pre-military training provided by voluntary defence organizations in line with demands from the armed forces. Training is usually at a military site at weekends, and parental consent is required for children under 18. During the training, participating youth are normally carrying protection clothes provided by the Armed Forces. Participants are not considered members of the armed forces by the Ministry of Defence, but it is unclear whether they might be drafted in the event of mobilization. Although such training is said to comply with Ministry of defence rules based on the Optional protocol, it appears that children receive guns from the age of 15 and with automatic weapons from the age of 17.

Reaction:
According to the 1907 Hague Convention and the 1949 Geneva Conventions of 1949 which regulates the “combat of combatants in international armed conflicts”, a person associated with the Armed Forces and wearing a uniform is considered a legitimate target in situations of war and/or armed conflict if he or she is older then 15 years. As a result pre-military training of children under the age of 18 years, particularly if they are wearing military clothing, is not in the best interest of the child and could potentially put them at risk. In case of an armed conflict it seems likely that a child attending such a training program in military clothing at a military site would not only be a potential target for attacks, but also a legitimate one. Save the Children Sweden is worried and concerned over the present praxis to allow military training of minors in Sweden and believes that it is a breach with current Ministry of Defence Rules based on the Optional Protocol.
Recommendation:
Save the Children therefore strongly recommends the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to urge the Government of Sweden to end its pre-military training. As a minimum it is absolutely crucial that the participants do not wear uniforms or protection clothes which could put them at risk according to international humanitarian law.   
� Child Soldiers Global Report: Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, 2004.


� Central förbundet för befälsutbildning (Central Association for Voluntary Officer Training (FBU)): Rules for Weapons training.





