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NORWAY (fourth report – CRC/C/NOR/4)
Corporal punishment in the home

Corporal punishment is prohibited in the home. The 1926 right of parents to use moderate physical punishment was removed from the Criminal Code in 1972. The Parent and Child Act (the Children Act) (1981) was amended in 1987 to state that “the child must not be subjected to violence or in any other way be treated so as to harm or endanger his or her mental or physical health” (article 30), and this is interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children. However, in 2005, while upholding the conviction of a man under the Penal Code for smacking his stepsons on their bare bottoms with his hand, the Supreme Court stated that lighter smacks would be permitted.
 Following representation by the Ombudsman for Children and others, the government is reviewing this provision. Proposals for clarification of article 30 of the Children Act were published for consultation in January 2009, but we have no information on further progress.

Corporal punishment outside the home
Corporal punishment is unlawful in all settings outside the home.
In light of the General Comment No. 8 adopted by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” and taking into account the recommendation in the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children that all corporal punishment of children be prohibited by 2009, and given Norway’s good record in being among the first countries to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, we hope the Committee will express its concern at the Supreme Court decision and encourage the state party to clarify in law that prohibition applies to all corporal punishment, however light, as a matter of urgency.
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