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IDA recommendations for Concluding Observations, CRC 62nd Session
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report and List of Issues.

MALTA

Malta ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 10 October 2012.

IDA suggested recommendations for Concluding Observations :
· Introduce measures in compliance with Article 12 CRC to ensure that children and young people in mental health settings have the right and opportunity to freely express their views on matters of treatment, services and support, and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, without any discrimination based on disability, and that they have access to age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights. 
· Review laws and policies with respect to children with disabilities to eliminate the medical model of disability and to promote the social and human rights based approach which acknowledges that the disabling factors reside in the environmental and attitudinal barriers created by society, and that all children and adults with disabilities are subjects of their own rights.  
· Undertake awareness raising campaigns aimed at the government, public and families to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities and their role as active participants and contributors to society.
· Address the heightened risk for children with disabilities, in particular girls, of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and other harmful practices in the home, institutions and the community, and adopt urgent measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to children with disabilities living in institutions and the community, and that complaint mechanisms are made accessible for children with disabilities to report violence in the home, in school and care facilities.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all information, education, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health are made accessible to boys and girls with disabilities, in age-appropriate formats and that they are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to children and adolescents with disabilities in age-appropriate formats.
· Devise a general plan for the deinstitutionalisation of children with disabilities and the development of community based services in close consultation with organisations of persons with disabilities.

· Adopt measures in the law to ensure the implementation of inclusive education of children with disabilities, such as ensuring inclusive education is an integral part of core teacher training in universities; require individual education plans for all students; ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above.
List of issues
Part I

4.
Please inform the Committee on measures taken by the State party to prevent discrimination which exist against children with disabilities and migrant children.
8.
Please inform the Committee whether the policy on inclusive education (2000) has been evaluated indicating the impact it had on the enjoyment of the right to education by children with disability. Further, please provide information on whether inclusive education is included as an integral part of teacher training curricula in universities.
Part III

3.
Please provide data on the number of children separated from their families during the years 2009-2012. In doing so, please include information on:

(a)
Factors responsible for the separation; 
(b)
Type of placement allocated; 
(c)
Body/organization providing such placement; and 
(d)
Duration of such placement.
ANNEX : Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Malta
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, 47th session, CEDAW/C/MLT/CO/4, 2010
43. The Committee notes that the adherence of the State party to the nine major international human rights instruments1 would enhance the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms in all aspects of life. The Committee therefore encourages the State party to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a party, namely the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
34. While noting the free access to health care, the Committee is concerned about the insufficient access to reproductive health-care services for women. The Committee notes with concern that education on sexual and reproductive health and rights is not part of the curriculum. The Committee is further concerned that abortion is illegal in all cases under the law of the State party and that women who choose to undergo abortion are subject to imprisonment. The Committee further regrets that the data provided by the State party on the health and health care, including mental health care, of its population in its periodic report was not disaggregated by sex.

35. The Committee calls on the State party to increase its efforts to improve the availability of sexual and reproductive health services, including family planning, to mobilize resources for that purpose and to monitor the actual access to those services by women. It further recommends that the National Policy on Sexual Health, which is being finalized, ensure that family planning and reproductive health education are widely promoted and targeted at girls and boys, with special attention to the prevention of early pregnancies of underage girls including the control of sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. The Committee urges the State party to review its legislation on abortion and consider exceptions to the general prohibition of abortion for cases of therapeutic abortion and when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. It further urges the State party to remove from its legislation the punitive provisions for women who undergo abortion, in line with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 24 and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Committee also requests the State party to provide, in its next report, sex-disaggregated data on health and the provision of health care, including mental health care. 
CESCR Committee Concluding Observations, 33rd session E/C.12/1/ADD.101, 2004
6.         The Committee welcomes the establishment of the National Commission on Persons with Disability in 1987 and the enactment in 2000 of the Equal Opportunities Act.
13.       While noting the measures taken by the State party to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, the Committee is concerned about the lack of incentives for employers to hire such persons.
31.       The Committee recommends that the State party continue and strengthen its efforts to promote the integration of persons with disabilities into the labour market and to provide data, on a comparative basis, on the impact of those measures.
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